
The Gospel of Mark 
“The Kingdom is at Hand” 

Mark 2:18-22, 2:23-28, 3:1-6 

The New Kingdom 

 

Before we start, right off the top of your head, give me your word impressions for Jesus? Describe Him? 

• Mark 2:18-22 

What is the issue? 

What is fasting? What is the point of fasting? 

1. To humble ourselves and intensify our prayer.  

• Psalm 35:13 

“I humbled (literally ravished or weakened) my soul with fasting; and my prayer kept returning to me (bosom 

or lap, within).” 

Fasting is not intended to be a way to more powerfully move God. It is not so much a way to make our prayer 

more effective or powerful as it is a way to make the pray-er more effective and to help us experience His 

presence and power. 

2. To Focus our Prayer 
Ezra 8:21 

Then I proclaimed a fast there at the river of Ahava, that we might humble ourselves before God to seek from 

Him a safe journey for us, our little ones, and all our possessions. 

Ezra 8:23 

So we fasted and sought our God concerning this matter, and He listened to our prayer. 

3. To help us draw near to and experience closeness with Jesus.  
Notice in these verses. What does Jesus assume about fasting? 

 That we will do it 

Is Jesus negative about the fact that they are fasting? 

What are the images Jesus gives to answer their question regarding fasting? 3 of them. 

At a more basic level, what is this all about? What is Jesus announcing? 

The Kingdom! He is saying God is now becoming King in a whole new way 

We cannot lose sight of that 

And we have to look at even this particular discussion about fasting in light of that 

What is Jesus saying about the Kingdom…His Kingdom…OUR Kingdom 

 

KEY NOTE – Fasting here is bout the Temple, fasted to remember their exile and the Temple’s deastruction 

• Zech. 7:12-13, 8:19 

• Math. 12:5-6 

Let’s take them in reverse order 

What is the first image? 

They used actual skins, not bottles to hold their wine 

What is the point? 

What Jesus, THE KING, is doing can’t be fitted in to the existing ways of thinking and living 

They were doing what I think is very similar even today 

We get our path set, get our expectations worked out, then we ask God to come along and bless them 

Jesus is the King of the Kingdom 

In the 1
st
 century, they were fitting their concept Jesus in their concept of the Law, and Messiah 

 

What is the middle image? 

As the new patch shrinks with time, it will pull apart the old garment 

So what is the point here? 

This image doesn’t work the same as the previous image 

If it were by itself, you might think you need an old cloth with an old garment 

I think His only point here is that the old and new simply can coincide, they don’t mix 

They will tear one another apart 

Quite frankly you can see this in our church – group that thinks this is about consensus – NOT 

What is the first image? 

So let’s go back to the original issue. What is the issue with fasting? 



Have you ever been to a wedding where everyone sat around and cried, didn’t eat, stared at each other, etc. 

What does Jesus assume about Himself in this image? 

Where He is, where His Presence is, is deserving of a party 

Man you can see this all over the place, feasts just broke out all over the place with Jesus 

This isn’t the image we get of Him…in movies you rarely se Him laughing or cracking up 

This is the characteristic of His Kingdom 

Jesus is comparing His Kingdom, His Presence and His work to a wedding. What does that mean? Say? 

What besides having a great time do weddings communicate at a heart level? 

I LOVE going to weddings…looking at the two people, sensing the feeling in that room 

This image of Israel being God’s bride is all through the OT 

And the church is described this way as well 

The Jews at this time fasted were in times like remembering the Temple destruction by Babylon in 587BC 

Why wouldn’t Jesus want to remember significant days like that? 

No, Jesus is bringing restoration. Jesus is bringing the new creation 

The second Genesis, He is the second Adam 

It was time to look forward, not backward, on the beauty of God living in and among His people 

  

• 2:23-28 

Pharisees are an unofficial party, they were Torah concerned layman who sincerely wanted to extend this purity into 

every day Jews 

They had been active for nearly 200 years 

They were entirely self-chosen and had no real authority to make laws, but they did have huge influence 

Keeping the Sabbath was one of the 10 commandments…it is extremely Holy 

It was a huge thing that marked the Jews as separate from the pagans 

* Retell David story 

 

What does Jesus say in response to their allegation? Does He deny the disciples are out of line? 

Funny answer. Kind of like no more so than your favorite king was. 

What does His answer imply? 

Puts Himself in a class with David, at least initially 

Then, He goes WAY beyond it 

What is the comment that does this? 

SOM OF MAN (again, we are back to our Daniel 7, Mark 14:62 verses) 

David had already been appointed by Samuel, but He was not yet enthroned 

David was on the run, awaiting his time to be king 

This is a very specific illustration 

Interesting – it was also only legal for a king to make a path through someone’s grainfield 

Why does this matter in conjunction with the Sabbath? 

It’s HIS Kingdom, He has the authority to do what He wants 

Jesus has authority over any institution that humans can use to harm or repress other people 

 

• Mark 3:1-6 

Interesting, what do the people assume about Jesus by now? 

What is unique about this particular healing from all the other one’s you know of? 

Jesus initiates this, or some might say provokes with this one 

If the Sabbath is so important, why in these last 2 stories does Jesus drive a truck through it? 

It had become a weapon. It was no longer about freedom, and rest, and mercy 

It was a sign of the Jews for exclusivity 

It was about Israel being the light of the world, but about everyone else being darkness 

The rule matter more than the reality of people’s hearts 

 

Look at Jesus question again. What is His question? What is He inferring? 

• 3:4 

What is the “good” and what is the “evil?” 

What is really funny is what did Jesus “do” to heal this man? 

Really tells you how far off they had gotten…He simply spoke 

What is church, REALLY? 



 


